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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, Applicants respectfully 
request consideration of the references listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A. Copies of the 
references listed are also enclosed. 

The attached documents were cited by the European Patent Office in the 
International Search Report dated February 28, 2003 of the corresponding application and 
relevance is indicated on the enclosed copy of the Search Report. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1), the undersigned hereby certifies that 
each item contained in this Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the filing of this 
Statement. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the references cited on 
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the PTO/SB/08A and that the Examiner indicate that the references have been considered in this 
application by returning a copy of the Form PTO/SB/08A with the Examiner's initials in the left 
column per MPEP 609. 



Statement is believed to be submitted prior to the mailing date of a final Office Action, and 
within three months of the date of the corresponding International Search Report. Therefore, it is 
respectfully submitted that no fee is required for consideration of this information. However, in 
the event any fee is deemed necessary, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the 
undersigned's Deposit Account No. 50-0206. 
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